
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Holy People of God, 

 

RE: The Week that Changed the History of the World  

 

Our Christian tradition calls this week, Holy Week, for the simple reason that it is the week that 

recounts, celebrates, commemorates and makes present, the climax of the Lord's saving 

mission: "For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, so that whosoever 

believes in him, will not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). With some dose of 

skepticism and cynicism, one might raise the question: How has Jesus saved the world when 

things are going so wrong? So much violence, so much division, so many internal tensions, 

hatred, pain, betrayal, disease, pandemic, etc.? What is holy about this world? And where is the 

power of God that is saving this world?  

 

Holy Week is a reminder that God has not abandoned this world, with all its troubles and 

difficulties. And not only has God not abandoned the world, God has likewise not abandoned 

me. The Bible tells us that the steps of the good person are ordered by the Lord (Psalm 37:23). 

"Steps" invoke a process. We can't just skip steps. Steps invoke the image of a work in progress, 

as we move from one step to another. When we think about the world in its messiness, 

brokenness, ills, discord, crime, etc., we should remind ourselves what Holy Week says: God is 

working in the world. God is working in Salem. God is working at Ste. Anne's.  

 

It might take longer than we want. Even for Jesus, as we will see on Holy Thursday, it was never 

completely easy. He struggled with the reality of living in a finite state: Take this cup from me, 

Jesus cried in Gethsemane. And on Good Friday, he cried, My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me? This is the most human moment in the life of Jesus - the Cry of the God-Man on 

the Cross of Calvary. Why hast thou forsaken? The Father did not save his Son Jesus from 

suffering. In fact, if anything, the Father allowed his Son to drink the cup of suffering to the 

dregs! Christ did not come to save the world from suffering. That is Buddhism. And Christ never 

promised his followers a suffering-free life. Holy Week, particularly Holy Thursday and Good 



Friday teaches that Christ will be with us in and through suffering. And the fact that Christ 

enters human suffering in and with love points to the Christian position that love alleviates 

suffering.  

 

Yes, we do live in a frightened world. But Christ's love is stronger than fear. Ultimately, this is 

what the Resurrection is all about: The Father by raising the Son to life, certifies that the vision 

of Jesus was the correct one. The Pharisees mocked the idea of the God-Man who suffers. We 

see that mockery on full display on Good Friday. But the Resurrection is a pointer that the 

world is constantly being saved by God, through hearts that suffer, hearts that love and hearts 

that are patient. As Benedict XVI pointedly declared, the world is saved by the patience of God, 

and destroyed by the impatience of men and women. It is not the crucifiers that triumphed, but 

the Crucified One.  

 

I wish everyone a blessed and a holy Holy Week. Be assured of my prayers for you, and that of 

Fr. Casmia and Fr. Denis as well.  

 

I take this opportunity to thank all those that were able to make it for our Lenten Retreat 2021. 

May the Good Lord bless and reward you. (Fr. Maurice) 


